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Viceroy of India and Foreign Secretary; he was unrivalled, in his own party as a debater and platform orator; no one except Lord Balfour, who had deliberately stood aloof since the fall of the Coalition, had claims equal to his. He had nevertheless certain defects of temper and disposition which caused his colleagues to mistrust his judgment and to fear friction if he held the highest office; and taking refuge in the plea that it was no longer desirable that a peer should be Prime Minister „ they notified their preference for Mr. Stanley Baldwin, whom the King summoned to form the new Government. Mr. Baldwin had many of the qualities that Lord Curzon lacked, and it was hoped that under his leadership the Government would live out its ordinary term, pursuing the tranquillity and stability which Mr. Bonar Law had promised at the previous election.
The Suicide of the Government
These hopes were doomed to disappointment. Towards the end of October, 1923, Mr. Baldwin made a speech at Plymouth which, whether intentionally or not, brought both Government and Parliament to an abrupt end. He said he saw no means of grappling with unemployment, which since the beginning of the year had been increasing rapidly, except by the protection of manufactured goods. That was impossible in the existing Parliament, since the Conservative leaders, in appealing to the country at the previous election, had pledged themselves not to introduce Protection, but it was equally impossible that after the Prime Minister had made this announcement the Government should continue to sit through a period of rising unemployment cut off from the remedy which he had declared to oe indispensable. There was no way back from this speech, and no way forward except by appealing to the country to give the Government a mandate to apply this remedy.
With his usual straightforwardness Mr. Baldwin decided to take the plunge, and on November 26 Parliament was dissolved, and an election held on the issue of Protection and Free Trade—Protection being limited to manufactured goods and qualified by a specific promise not to tax wheat or meat. The electors decided, as always up to this time they had decided,guished record behind him.   He had bean
